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SUBJ: PORT STATE CONTROL AND QUALSHI P 21

1. QUALSHIP 21 IS A NEW MARI NE SAFETY | NI TI ATI VE TO | DENTI FY HI GH-
QUALI TY FOREI GN- FLAGGED SHI PS, AND PROVI DE | NCENTI VES TO ENCOURAGE
QUALI TY OPERATI ONS. EFFECTI VE | MMEDI ATELY, | NCENTI VES FOR QUALSHI P 21
VESSELS W LL BE | MPLEMENTED AS DESCRI BED IN THI S MESSAGE. DETAI LED
QUALSHI P 21 ELIG BILITY CRITERIA CAN BE FOUND ON THE HQ PSC VWEB SI TE
AT THE ADDRESS PROVI DED AT THE END OF THI S MESSAGE.

2. I NCENTI VES: COMDT (G- MOC) WLL | SSUE A QUALSHI P 21 CERTI FI CATE TO
ALL ELI G BLE VESSELS, AND IT WLL EXPIRE 2 YEARS AFTER THE VESSEL' S
LAST ANNUAL PSC EXAM

A. FREIGHT SHI PS: FREIGHT SHIPS WLL BE ELI G BLE FOR A MAXI MUM OF 2-
YEARS OF LI M TED PSC OVERSI GHT. ANNUAL EXAM5 FOR QUALSHI P 21 FREI GHT
SHI PS W LL BE REPLACED W TH BI ENNI AL EXAM5S (W TH NO M D- PERI 0D EXAM) ,
UNLESS THERE ARE OVERRI DI NG Cl RCUMSTANCES. FREI GHT SHI PS THAT ARE NOT
QUALSHI P 21 VESSELS W LL REMAIN ON THE ANNUAL EXAM CYCLE.

B. TANK SHI PS: QUALSHI P 21 TANK SHI PS W LL HAVE THOROUGH PSC EXAMS
EVERY 2 YEARS, AND LESS THOROUGH REI NSPECTI ONS ANNUALLY. | N GENERAL,
THE SCOPE OF THE REI NSPECTI ON SHALL BE THE SAME AS FOR THE BI ENNI AL
EXAM BUT SHALL BE I N LESS DETAIL, UNLESS IT'S DETERM NED THAT MAJOR
CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED SI NCE THE LAST EXAM OR CONDI TI ONS WARRANT AN
EXPANDED PSC EXAM THE M D- PERI OD EXAM SHOULD BE CONDUCTED BETWEEN THE
TENTH AND FOURTEENTH MONTH FOR WHI CH THE LOC/ TVEL 1S VALID. THOSE
VESSELS THAT HOLD A QUALSHI P 21 CERTI FI CATE BUT DO NOT RETURN TO THE
U.S. FOR I NSPECTI ON BETWEEN MONTHS TEN AND FOURTEEN SHALL RECEI VE A
M DPERI OD EXAM BETWEEN THE 15TH AND 18TH MONTH AFTER THEI R LAST PSC
EXAM  QUALSHI P 21 VESSELS RETURNI NG AFTER MONTH EI GHTEEN MAY RECEI VE
A M DPERI OD OR A BI ENNI AL EXAM AT THE OANER S DI SCRETI ON. I N

ADDI TI ON, QUALSHI P 21 TANK SHI PS ARRI VI NG W TH AN EXPI RED LOC/ TVEL

W LL BE ALLOVWED TO BEG N CARGO OPERATI ONS PROVI DED NOT MORE THAN 90
DAYS HAVE PASSED SI NCE THE LOC/ TVEL EXPI RED.

C. PASSENGER VESSELS: QUALSHI P 21 PASSENCGER VESSELS W LL NOT BE

ELI G BLE FOR A REDUCTI ON I N PSC EXAMS. QUALSHI P 21 PASSENGER VESSELS
W LL RECEIVE A QUALSHI P 21 CERTI FI CATE AND W LL ALSO BE ELI G BLE FOR
OTHER | NCENTI VES, AS LI STED I N PARAGRAPH 2. D.

D. VWE ARE CURRENTLY WORKI NG W TH THE AMERI CAN ASSOCI ATI ON OF PORT
AUTHORI TI ES (AAPA) TO LOCATE PORTS THAT MAY BE W LLING TO PROVI DE
REDUCED PORT FEES FOR QUALSHI P 21 VESSELS I N THE FUTURE.

3. PSC TARGETI NG MATRI X: ALL VESSELS W LL CONTI NUE TO BE SCREENED
FOR BOARDI NG PRIORI TIES. QUALSHI P 21 VESSELS W LL NOT BE ASSI GNED ANY
PO NTS FOR SHIP TYPE (COLUW 1V), NOR WLL THEY BE ASSI GNED PO NTS FOR
LACK OF A BOARDING WTHI N THE PREVIOUS 6 MONTHS (COLUWN I11). ALL
OTHER OVERRI DI NG CONDI TI ONS I N THE TARGETI NG MATRI X SHOULD BE

CONS| DERED.

4. EXIT CRITERIA: A VESSEL WLL NO LONGER BE ELI G BLE FOR | NCENTI VES
DURI NG THE PERI OD OF THE QUALSHI P 21 CERTI FI CATE, WHEN ANY OF THE EXIT
CRI TERI A LI STED BELOW ARE OBSERVED. COTPS SHALL NOTIFY G MOC-2 VI A E-
MAI L AT FLDR- G MOC@OMDT. USCG. M L WHEN A QUALSHI P VESSEL TRI GGERS ANY
OF THESE CRI TERI A:

A. THE VESSEL | S DETAI NED, AND DETERM NED TO BE SUBSTANDARD, IN U.S.
WATERS.

B. THE VESSEL HAS A MARI NE VI OLATI ON, MORE THAN 1 PAI D NOTI CE OF

VI OLATI ON CASE (Tl CKETS), OR A REPORTABLE MARI NE CASUALTY THAT MEETS



THE DEFI NI TION OF A SERI OUS MARI NE | NCI DENT OR MAJOR MARI NE CASUALTY.
C. THE VESSEL 1S FOUND W TH SERI OUS DEFI Cl ENCI ES (E. G, ARE CONSI DERED
SUCH A SERI OUS NATURE THAT THEY MAY WARRANT THE DETENTI ON OF THE
VESSEL) THAT ARE NOT BEI NG MONI TORED BY THE VESSEL' S FLAG STATE OR
CLASS SOCI ETY, ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE FLAG STATE, OR THE VESSEL FAILS
TO REPORT A HAZARDOUS CONDI TI ON (AS DEFI NED | N 33CFR160. 203) PRI OR TO
ARRIVAL. |F THE VESSEL IS WTHI N THE TIME LIM TS | MPOSED BY THE FLAG
STATE OR CLASS SOC| ETY TO CORRECT DEFI Cl ENCI ES, THE VESSEL W LL NOT
LOSE ELI GBI LI TY FOR | NCENTI VES.

D. THE VESSEL TRANSFERS CLASS TO A TARGETED CLASS SOCI ETY.

E. THE VESSEL CHANGES | TS REG STRY TO A FLAG STATE THAT HAS A

DETENTI ON RATI O MORE THAN 1/3 OF THE OVERALL U. S. DETENTI ON RATI O, OR
TO A FLAG STATE THAT DOES NOT HAVE AT LEAST 10 DI STI NCT VESSEL

ARRI VALS | N EACH OF THE LAST THREE YEARS. REFER TO THE CG ANNUAL PSC
REPORT AT THE WEB ADDRESS NOTED AT THE END OF THI' S MESSAGE FOR

DETAI LED FLAG STATE | NFORMATI ON.

5. RENEW NG OF ELI G BILITY: RENEWAL OF ELIG BILITY | S ESTABLI SHED
UNDER THE SAME CONDI TI ONS AS | NI TI AL CERTI FI CATI ON, | NCLUDI NG THE
REQUI REMENT TO HAVE COWPLETED A SUCCESSFUL, U. S. PSC EXAM W THI N THE
PREVI OUS 12 MONTHS. THEREFORE, VESSEL OWNERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO
REQUEST A PSC EXAM FROM THE LOCAL COTP DURING U. S. PORT VI SI TS DURI NG
THE 23D AND 24TH MONTH OF THE TERM OF THEI R QUALSHI P 21 CERTI FI CATE.

6. G-MOC W LL COVMMUNI CATE THE LI ST OF QUALSHI P 21 VESSELS I N TWO WAYS.
FIRST, A VESSEL OF PARTI CULAR | NTEREST NOTI CE W LL BE ENTERED I N MSI S
FOR EACH QUALSHI P 21 VESSEL. SECONDLY, THE QUALSHI P 21 VESSEL LI ST

W LL BE PUBLI SHED ON THE PORT STATE CONTROL WEB SI TE:

VW USCG. M L/ HQ' GM PSC/ QUALSHI P/ QUALSHI PPG. HTM

7. COTP ACTION: ALL VESSELS WLL BE SCREENED FOR BOARDI NG PRI ORI Tl ES
AS BEFORE. QUALSHI P 21 VESSELS W LL BE | DENTIFIED I N MSI S THROUGH A
VESSEL OF PARTI CULAR | NTEREST (VPI) NOTI CE. ANNUAL EXAMS OF QUALSHI P
21 FREI GHT SHIPS WLL BE ELI M NATED (PARA 2.A), AND TANK SHI P EXAMS

W LL BE REDUCED AS DESCRI BED | N PARA 2.B. COTPS SHALL NOTIFY G MOC
WHEN AWARE OF VESSELS TRI GGERI NG EXI T CRI TERI A AS DESCRI BED I N PARA 7.
8. MBI S DOCUMENTATI ON: QUALSHI P 21 BI ENNI AL FREI GHT SHI P EXAMS W LL
CONTI NUE TO BE DOCUMENTED | N MSI S AS ANNUAL FREI GHT SHI P EXANS.

QUALSHI P 21 TANK SHI P BI ENNI AL AND M D- PERI OD EXAMS W LL ALSO CONTI NUE
TO BE DOCUMENTED | N MSI S AS BEFORE. PASSENGER VESSEL EXAMS SHOULD ALSO
CONTI NUE TO BE DOCUMENTED | N MSI' S AS BEFORE (E. G, | NSPECTI ON TYPE
"COC/ CVE" FOR BOTH I NI TIAL AND ANNUAL EXAMS). PSAR NARRATI VES SHALL
DESCRI BE THE ACTUAL TYPE OF EXAM CONDUCTED (E. G., BIENNIAL Q@1 FREI GHT
SHI P EXAM) .

9. DOCUMENTS: THI'S CHANGE | S SEPARATE FROM THE QUALSHI P 21 | NI TI ATI VE
AND AFFECTS ALL FOREI GN- FLAGGED TANK VESSELS AND PASSENGER VESSELS,
NOT JUST THOSE RECEI VI NG QUALSHI P 21 CERTI FI CATES. THE DOCUMENTATI ON
| SSUED TO FOREI GN- FLAGGED TANK VESSELS AND PASSENGER VESSELS W LL
CHANGE. CURRENTLY, TANK VESSELS ElI THER RECEI VE A TANK VESSEL

EXAM NATI ON LETTER ( SUBCHAPTER D CARGOES) OR A LETTER OF COWPLI ANCE
(HAZARDOUS BULK CARGOES), AND PASSENGER VESSELS RECEI VE A CONTROL

VERI FI CATI ON EXAM NATI ON LETTER. ALL FORElI GN- FLAGGED TANK VESSELS AND
PASSENGER VESSELS W LL RECEI VE A CERTI FI CATE OF COMPLI ANCE ( COC),

WHI CH |'S CURRENTLY | N DEVELOPMENT. THE COC W LL BE RELEASED NLT 30
APRIL 2001. IN THE INTERIM ALL TVEL'S AND LOC' S SHALL BE | SSUED FOR A
2- YEAR PERI OD. PASSENGER VESSELS SHOULD RECEI VE CERTI FI CATES VALI D
FOR ONE YEAR, AND THE CURRENT EXAM CYCLE ( ANNUAL EXAM W QUARTERLY
RINS) WLL NOT CHANGE. DETAILS ABOUT THE CERTI FI CATE OF COWPLI ANCE

W LL BE PROVI DED UNDER SEPCOR.

10. MORE | NFORMATI ON: PLEASE DI RECT GENERAL QUESTI ONS TO G MOC-2 AT



(202) 267-2978, OR GMOC S PUBLIC MAIL FOLDER AS LI STED | N PARAGRAPH
7. N ADDI TI ON, THE PSC WEB SI TE HAS A PAGE DEDI CATED TO QUALSHI P 21
| NFORVATI ON, AND CAN BE FOUND AT THI S ADDRESS: WAW USCG. M L/ HQ G

M PSC/ PSC. HTM

11. | NTERNET RELEASE AUTHCORI ZED, AND PUBLI SHED AT THE ABOVE VEB
ADDRESS.
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